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But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and His righteousness...

Has anyone seriously
considered what Jesus Christ
really meant when He said
to the people in His Sermon
on the Mount: «But seek ye
first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be
added unto you»?

No doubt many Christians
know this saying very well
and use it a lot in theological
discussions. However, ex-
perience has shown that not
everyone fulfills this com-
mandment of Jesus Christ in
his or her life. It might be
due to an incomplete under-
standing of the words of the
Lord, or because some people
do not believe that it could
truly happen that if they seek
first the kingdom of God,
everything else will be added
to them. Whatever the case,
let us ask the question: have
many people tested these
words in real life?

What is really behind these
words and can one literally
understand what has been
said by Jesus Christ? First
of all, it is very important to
mention that the Bible is the
true Word of the living God.
In the Bible, we have the keys
to the most difficult doors of
life; joy and happiness are
awaiting us behind these
doors if we diligently and
earnestly apply the right keys
to them.

Recall that every word of
God is «living and active»
(Heb. 4:12) and «all scrip-
ture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for
doctrine» (2 Tim. 3:16 ). The
Bible does not contain
anything unneeded, and all
its admonitions and com-
mandments are for our own
benefit. Drawing closer to
and entering the Kingdom of
God can only be achieved by

deep and systematic
knowledge of His word and
by fulfilling it. An alter-
native does not exist.

Unfortunately, among
«born-again» Christians,
residing in various locations,
a complete lack of under-
standing of biblical truths —
not to mention their ful-
fillment — is often evident.
For some reason, these people
think that if they have
fulfilled their obligation to
come with their one-time
repentance to God, then God
has to do everything for them
now. They expect other
Christians to help them all
the time. This is why we hear
or see these words very often:
«I ask you, for Christ’s
sake!», and the like. These
people are not short of
complains and heartbreaking
stories that flatter the helper.

When I hear or read such
stories, I want to say to these
people: Where do you get the
idea that God or somebody
else has to help you? If you
actually came in repentance
to God, what have you
personally done to deserve
someone’s help? And most
importantly, why does none
of you try to practice the
commandment which our
Lord left for us: «But seek
ye first the kingdom of God,
and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be
added unto you» (Mathew
6:33)? These are not just
beautiful words — they are
real truth which every
Christian can prove by living
according to them.

The main problem and
unhappiness of some Chris-
tians is that they do not hear
and believe the words of
Jesus Christ. Having barely
read the New Testament,
they suppose that they are

worthy of an award from
God. However, after a short
period of time, they become
disappointed because they
think that God does not hear
their prayers. And no one
remembers what the Scrip-
tures say in this case. It is
written: «Ye ask, and
receive not, because ye ask
amiss, that ye may con-
sume it upon your lusts»
(James 4:3).

As for God, He is always
trustworthy and His every
word is certainly true. God
has never deceived anyone,
because «God is not a man,
that he should lie; neither
the son of man, that he
should repent: hath he
said, and shall he not do
it? or hath he spoken, and
shall he not make it
good?» (Numbers 23:14 ).

It has never happened in
the life of a true Christians
that while seeking the
kingdom of God, he re-
mained forgotten and
without reward from God.
The secret is that when we
forget about ourselves and
serve God with all our
strength, not neglecting to
grow in our knowledge
about God’s truth, God
Himself starts taking care
about us and all our needs.
This is the time when help
comes through miracles,
help that we did not expect.

Then real and true friends
will show up in your life and
the whole world around you
will be filled with colors and
joy. However, this will only
happen if we seriously accept
the truth that Jesus Christ
once said: «But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and
His righteousness...» Let
the one reading this, hear it.

I. GORIK.
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«And you shall
know the truth, and
the truth shall
make you free»
(John 8:32)
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Many prisoners who correspond with Michael
Romanovich from Chicago, have asked him how he came to
faith. We are happy to publish his story in his own words.

The Editors.

A short testimony
of my conversion

| was born in Belorussia in a Christian family. | am a third-
generation Christian. Despite the fact that my parents were
Christians, | needed to meet God personally. | felt a struggle inside
myself, | was lacking something, and | felt as an incomplete
Christian. | needed a strong foundation and personal justification
or... | needed to choose what | would be: with Christ or without
Him? | took my time to reason,
doubt, compare and weigh;
however, | did not decide
anything. Well, obviously, my
parents laid the foundation. This
time was a very difficult and
crucial period of my life. | spent
more than a year in such
anguish.

One day | felt especially weak
from the struggle, and | departed
to a place where no one could
see me. | found a secluded place
in the barn and | fell with a groan
on the hay. No, | did not pray.
Praying would mean having
made the decision. Arguments and counterarguments against the
Gospel would flow through my head many times. However, there
was one thought that overwhelmed all others: the meaning and
purpose of life. It was disgusting and stupid for me to accept the
idea that the life of a person (and mine) would end up with a burial
mound. What is the point of achieving something in life, to be a
good citizen, and then be buried in the ground like an animal?
Again and again, | realized that there was no true meaning and no
true purpose in life without God. In general, what is life if there is
no room for something higher, just, ideal and holy? This barn was
something like Gethsemane for me — it was the last cruel fight
after which | decided to be with Christ forever! And | have held this
decision up to this day. This is my hard-won faith! This is my
belief!

I would like many people to come to the same decision. For
this purpose, | use my talent for writing which | have received
from God. Let the world believe that Jesus Christ is the only way
to God and Heaven. He is the meaning and purpose of life!

Michael ROMANOVICH, Chicago, USA.

Please distribute
«Prisoner» in Poltavschina

Greetings in peace and love of the Lord Jesus Christ! Greetings,
dear editors of the newspaper «Prisoner»!

Not too long ago, a sister gave me the first (8th) issue of your
newspaper for 2014. | really liked it: beautiful pictures, talented
poetry, great articles. And the most important is literacy which is
rare in today’s newspapers. Letters were so touching that | cried
when reading some of them. Thank you so much for such important
and necessary work.

My son returned from prison a few years ago. We used to write
letters to each other the size of half a notebook. How useful could
a newspaper like «Prisoner» have been! But | did not know anything
about newspapers for prisoners at that time. Now | visit the prison
in Poltava very often and distribute flyers among the relatives of
the prisoners. | could also distribute the newspaper «Prisoner».

This is why | ask you, if it is possible, bless me with «Prisoner».
If you could send me multiple copies, | would be beyond happy.

Thank you in advance.

Olga KNYAZEVA, Poltava, Ukraine.
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On May 2-3, 2014 about 150
prison ministers gathered for a two-
day conference in Irpin, near Kiev.
The theme of this conference was
«The Fear of God».

During these two days, the
brothers and sisters thanked God for
the period of time in their lives in
which their ministry was richly
blessed. The chairman of the
Evangelical Baptist Union of
Ukraine and pastor of the church
«Yasnaya Polyana» in Kharkov,
Viktor Dudka, opened up the
conference with the word of God and
prayer.

Viktor thanked the leaders for
their dedicated service and inspired
loyalty to God’s calling to serve in
any circumstance. Valentine
Korenevich’s greeting was greatly
appreciated.

/ Before leaving /

UKRAINIAN CONFERENGE OF PRISON MINISTERS

Viktor Yakovlevich Dudka (in the center with glasses)

The building of Irpin Biblical Seminary, where the
May 2-3 conference of prison ministers was held

Vitaly Adelberg (in the center)

Sergey Vladimirovich Reus

Presenter of the newspaper «Prisoner»

Leonid Ivanovich Smetanin

Valentine Korenevich is a reserve
colonel, a teacher at the seminary for
chaplains, and also a pastor of the
church in Kiev on Lukyanovskaya
street. He graduated from Irpenskaya
seminary, and on the 16th of March
of this year started a new church.
Rustam Fatullaev’s address to the
audience was just as welcome. He is
the director of a rehabilitation center
in Kiev and president of the
Ukrainian public rehab organization.

First deputy chairman of the
Evangelical Baptist Union of
Ukraine, Valery Antonyuk, preached
about the greatness of God. The
journey through the Bible with pastor
Yuri Shelestov of Kiev was an
edifying experience. Also, it was nice
to meet at the conference Leonid
Ivanovich Smetanin. He is
responsible for the prison ministry
in the Luhansk region.

Valery Gibalyuk represents the
church «Gospel» in Fontanka (Odessa
region) and is also the director of
the music ministry. On the first day
of the conference, an international
independent Christian newspaper
«Prisoner» was presented.

The creator of the newspaper, and
its chief editor, is Igor Gorik. The
importance of this project and the
possibility of its expansion were
noted in the newspaper presentation.
All participants received a gift of
separate excerpts from the newspaper
and book by the editor entitled «At
the Finish Line».

It was very interesting to hear live
testimony from brothers and sisters
who not too long ago were prisoners
or drug addicts but now are engaged
in prison ministry. In the afternoon,
participants heard reports from
prison ministers about the work done
in their regions (brother Oles
Belenkin of Kremenchug; Slavik

Lobach of Zaporizhia; Vitaly
Adelberg, who is responsible for the
service in the women’s prison in
Kharkiv; Vadim Chubukin of Eastern
Region; Alexander Korobkin of
Poltava; brother Sergey of
Sevastopol).

A great amount of information was
brought to light about the situation
in the prisons and their internal
needs. Then the brothers and sisters
had the opportunity to learn about

Poltava. The sisters recited poems.
At the conclusion of the conference,
Viktor Ivanovich Sikorsky from
Mural shared from the Word of God,
in which he called young people to
trust in the service of God alone. It
was a joy to hear his poems recited.

At the end of the conference, a
picture was taken with all attendees
who were still present. This photo is
a symbol of the unity of various
faiths to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

Victor Mural Sikorsky surrounded by sisters during a break

spiritual management, and how to
build their ministries solely on
biblical principles and not human
ideas.

The second day of the conference
was as spiritually uplifting as the
first. At the end of the second day of
the conference a fellowship dinner
was organized, where each region of
Ukraine — Central, East, West,
South — and some departments of
youth ministry shared the blessings
experienced in their ministry. The
musical performers were Valentina
from Vinnitsa (guitar), Kamenev
from Sumy region, and Victoria from

The conference still warms my heart,
especially now that I know exactly
how God draws people from darkness
to light, making them blessed and
happy. Of all the ministers present
at the conference, most are former
prisoners and drug addicts. But that
was in the past.

Today they are all children of God
who carry His light to those who live
in the same spiritual darkness as they
themselves once lived in. Thanks to
God for His grace and the miracle
that He gives everyone who calls on
His Holy name!

Irina DOLGUSHINA.






